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Greetings from Alabama! Yesterday it was
73° (F) and today it was 43° (F) and we may get
snow and ice on Monday! | hope the New Year
has started out well for you and everyone is
healthy. The first two months of 2021 have been
busy here. My daughter and her husband are vis-
iting from Germany and that makes for a hectic
schedule. Mail has been slow. | just got a letter
from the Ukraine that was mailed 22 December
2020! Even domestic mail has been slow — the
pandemic is really impacting things.

COVID-19 vaccine availability is increasing — |
got my first vaccine today — we can hope that
there will be stamp shows by the end of the sum-
mer. The APS has started planning for the GASS
(The Great American Stamp Show — their name
not mine). The show is being planned for August
12-15, 2021 in Rosemont, IL, and is sponsored by
the American Philatelic Society, the American
Topical Association, and the American First Day
Society.

Rossica is on the list as an attending Society
and we will have our annual meeting at that time
providing COVID restrictions have been lifted and
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we have enough members attending the show. If
you think that, due to COVID, we should post-
pone our annual in-person meeting this year,
please let an officer know so we can get an esti-
mate of attendance and adjust plans accordingly.

One possibility under consideration is to have

our annual meeting be a virtual meeting. There
are a couple of hurdles to overcome but the
meeting is not until late August, so there is hope.
Help may be necessary.
In addition, | have been asked to be a Judge at the
show. So, this is an excellent opportunity to show
your exhibit and have it judged by a Russian spe-
cialist. Plus, as an attending Society, Rossica
should have a strong representation of exhibits.
Start planning now!

As most of you know, our Webmaster re-
signed at the end of last year but is still willing to
help in an emergency. We have found a new per-
son, Peter Petrenko, to help bring the new web-
site online, but until that is accomplished, the old
website is still up. Please be patient as we work
through the transition.

Now for a friendly reminder. Please, pay
your Rossica dues if you have not already paid
them. The dues are due by March 1, 2021 and if
they have not been received by then, this will be
the last Rossica publication you will receive. Dues
are normally due by the end of January but be-
cause of the pandemic, we have extended the
due date to the beginning of March.

2020 was a bad year for losing members. We
lost at least 4 long time members to age and
COVID-19 last year. Obituaries for them can be
found in the Fall 2020 Rossica Journal. We are
not getting any younger and the pandemicis very
serious for our age group. So, if you can, get the
vaccine. Stay healthy for you and your family
—and to collect another day!

| hope you all enjoyed the last issue of the
Journal. It was full of a number of interesting ar-
ticles covering a wide range of subjects.
(Continued on page 4).
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The depth and breadth of Russian Philately
never ceases to amaze me. So many things to
study so little time to do so, which makes the
Journal so important. It covers so many areas
that others have studied, and we can learn from.

Raymond Pietruszka
President, Rossica

Delivery of Aid to Russian POWs in 1915
By Alexander Kolchinsky

It is well known that during WWI the Russian
government did not provide any aid to its prison-
ers. All supplies and money were sent by chari-
ties, chiefly the “All-Russian Union of Cities,” and
relatives. Benefactors from other allied countries
were aware of the situation and sent some aid as
well. Most of this aid including the money sent via
Switzerland in registered envelopes (Fig. 1). Such
empty envelopes are rather common, but here |
describe a rare envelope with its complete con-
tents.

The sender, the wife of a soldier in German
captivity, had submitted a check in the amount of
nine francs through the Petrograd branch of a
large international bank, “Crédit Lyionnais,” with
the following note (Fig. 2):

Hereby I have the honor to inform the Russian

Department dffiliated with “Non-interfering

Committee of Aid for Prisoners of War in Ger-

many” that today | have deposited to the

Bank “Credit of Lyon” in Petrograd for further

deposit to the account of “Pury et Cie.” nine

francs asking to send 12 loaves of bread to my
husband soldier Alexander Ivanovich Ivanov
held in captivity in Germany, Lager Graf-

enwoéhr, Barrack 5, Company 9.

Irina Vasilievna Ivanova

Petrograd, Shirokaya ul. 23. December 3,

1915

Apparently, a small old Swiss bank “Pury et

! This regulation is included in the “Statute of Fiscal Col-
lections” published in 1913 by “Pravovedenie” in Moscow
(p. 144) and kindly found for this note by Greg Mirsky.
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Maybe there is something new for you to collect.
As | said before, the mail is still slow, so journals
and books may take time to get to you. Keep
warm; enjoy your family and your collections.

New Applications to the Ros-
sica Society

We welcome the following new applicants
with Tentative Membership into the Rossica
Society. If there are no objections from the
membership, they will become full members
in the Society:

2205 — Ira Rubin NY
2206 — Enrique Setaro FL
2207 - Jack Weiss CT
Reinstated:

1635 — Craig Marshall NE

Cie.” was responsible for sending the aid. The en-
velope contains a check for 9 francs (Fig. 3).
Checks in Russia were exempt from any addi-
tional taxation,! and it is not endorsed probably
because the money never left the main bank. It
does not indicate if the money was in French or
Swiss francs. At the beginning of the war they
were exactly the same, but in the course of the
war the inflation of French currency was much
higher than that of Swiss francs. The cost of bread
in Switzerland was about 0.5 francs per kg, so one
could assume that the rest of the money was
spent on shipping.

The note is written by a well-educated woman,
without a single mistake, and her return address
is in an upscale suburban area of Petrograd. It
makes it all the more unexpected that her hus-
band is a rank-and-file soldier.

The camp Grafenwohr was the largest in



Bavaria, reaching at its peak 21,000 prisoners. became again a training camp. During WWII it

The conditions in the camp were very bad, and trained Italian and Belorussian troops to fight in
mortality high. It was created as military training the German army, and currently is a large NATO
ground before WWI and at the beginning of the training camp.

war converted to POW camp. In the 1930s, it

Figure 1
(Front)

Figure 1 (Back)

Figure 2. From the wife of German prisoner explaining
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Figure 3. Uncashed check for 9 francs to pay for 12 loaves of bread for WWI prisoner.
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Prophetic Grandma

by Steve Volis
. e =~ [O%
AR [ )%
a VAR

Attt é%:;.e &
@%&zﬂuc brecriea -
el pda b2y
/ [/ 7

: 245 Gearnts
SR @  Sroeme 120
gg%&b¢u prhe 7
S Guntpn fp o gicgf

Koit Tarzepen.

7

B. H. Cypuxos.—¥

W. Sourikojf.— Le
16

Figures 1a-b (Joseph Geyfman collection).

Figures 1a-b show a picture postcard that
was sent from Moscow on June 2, 1931, and ar-
rived in Leningrad three days later, on June 5. It
was sent as Registered Mail (Zakaznoe) and
franked with an 18-kopek “Workers” stamp
(Zagorsky #207). But this is not your regular
stamp by any means. This is a stamp with a 50%
perforation shift, which is very rare on any corre-
spondence.

Luckily for a boy named Fedya (Likhachev),
his Grandma knew her stamps when she was for-
tunate enough to see some for sale in one of Mos-
cow’s post offices. She bought 4 stamps, affixed
one of them to this postcard and sent it to her
grandson Fedya with the following text:

<~ &

“Dear Fedya!

Pay attention to the postage stamp.

Bought 4 copies at the post office at the double
price. Don’t soak it off. In time it will be a great
rarity.

Your Grandma (Babushka)”.

It seems that Fedya was a good boy, and lis-
tened to his Grandma’s advice. This postcard sur-
vived for 90 years with its postage intact, unlike
many others pieces of mail during that time
when stamp collectors cared only about stamps
for their albums and would soak or rip them off
from the postcards and covers.

So we can say “thank you” to both Grandma
and Fedya for this surviving postal history pearl.
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UKRFILEX 2020

The National Philatelic Exhibition “UKRFILEX
2020” demonstrated the high philatelic spirit of
Ukrainian collectors. It took place in Kharkov in Sep-
tember of 2020 during the peak of the COVID pan-
demic and was not virtual! Kharkov Philharmonic Hall
provided lots of space, and the organizers thoroughly
followed the rules: they measured the temperature of
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attendees, restricted the number of people in the hall,
and requested masks.

The exhibit lasted four days and had 100-150 visi-
tors per day. Not bad for such a difficult time! It was
sponsored by the office of the Kharkov Mayor and sup-
ported by the Ukrainian Post. During the exhibition,
the Post organized the First Day ceremony and
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cancellation of a new miniature sheet dedicated to
Scythian culture and offered special cancels on post-
cards celebrating 30 years of Independence.

This national exhibition was a traditional yearly
show, and it was the first such exhibition held in Khar-
kov. It had 112 exhibits, mostly in five frames, and 129
participants. The exhibits were extremely diverse: alt-
hough the majority of them naturally displayed
Ukraine-related subjects, there were exhibits of Brit-
ish, American, Austrian, German philately, Faroe Is-
lands, and many topical multi-country collections.

We at the Rossica Society really envy the success of
Ukrainian philatelists in engaging young collectors to
the hobby: there were nine exhibitors under 18 years
and two under 21.

Rossica member Joseph Lyubinin received a Grand
Prix for “Postal history of Kiev Gubernia, 1708-1805.”
Andrey Grodetsky received National Grand Prix for his
exhibit “Postal history of Podolia in XIX-early XX centu-
ries.” Another Rossica member, Dmitry Frenkel
(“Postal history of Odessa in 1798-1900”), Denis
Tsitkov (“From the history of Russian steamship mail
on Black, Azov, and Mediterranean Seas 1843-1914"),
and Anatoly Kravchenko (“Collection of revenues in
Ukraine, 1782-2000") received Large Golds. In the
Honor Class, Rossica member Vitaly Katsman received
Large Gold for the book, “Zemstvo post of Kharkov Gu-
berniya” and Dmitry Frenkel received Large Gold for
“Stamps of RSFSR 1918-1923.”

UKRFILEX lllustrations:

A 33
€ x
¥ YKPOINEKC

a7 2020

Appeca BianpaBHUKa, iHAEKC XAEKIE.

“F5 10-13.09.2020 4 |
- Liﬂfv;_Aupeca ofepxyBaya, iHaeKe 1

- -':E*‘

8 | The Rossica Society Bulletin #66, Winter, 2021

POUIEKC 2020 7
HauiowanbKa dinatenicruuna ] 4
“"BUCTABKA ﬂjﬁi
4. XAPKIB*61052 th ’!“
1l

UKRFILEX 2020 — gold medal



